Incipient germ cell tumor in Sertoli-cell-only syndrome testis, accompanied with retroperitoneal teratocarcinoma and widespread metastases.
Incipient germ cell tumor in Sertoli-cell-only syndrome testis was examined in an autopsy case of retroperitoneal teratocarcinoma with widespread metastases. Although both testes of a 28-year-old man had clinically been small and free from tumor mass to palpation, histopathological examinations revealed a malignancy in the right testis with the appearance of Sertoli-cell-only syndrome. The left testis showed solely the histology of Sertoli-cell-only syndrome. The testicular malignancy consisted of undifferentiated, atypical germ cells mainly confined within approximately one-tenth of seminiferous tubules, and only one small cartilage nodule. Some tubules showed intratubular growth pattern suggestive of seminoma. A few syncytiotrophoblast-like giant cells occurred in the tubules. These findings seem to furnish substantial evidence to the concept that atypical germ cells are the origin of testicular germ cell tumors of different types.